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The Love of Jesus in Holy Communion 
Manifested by Invitations, and Promises, and Threats. 





By Invitations. 

EAR our Lord’s sweet invitation to His heavenly 
banquet. Long before the coming of Christ, the 
inspired writers saw in spirit the Holy Communion, 
and pronounced the invitation to the banquet say- 
ing: “Come, eat my bread, and drink the wine | 
= have mingled for you” (Prov. ix.5). And again: 

“Eat, O my friends, and be inebriated, my dearly beloved” (Cant. 
v. 1). Holy Communion is the “cellar of wine,” which inebriates 
the soul, and dissolves her, so to speak, in the languishing love of 
the canticles. Our loving Redeemer renews these loving invita- 
tions: “Come to Me,” He says, “all ye that labor and are bur- 
dened, and I will refresh you” (Matt. xi. 28). Yes, refresh you 
with meat and drink, My own body and blood. Jesus invites, 
nay, commands: “Take ye and eat: this is My body.” 

We read in the Old Testament that King Assuerus, to 
manifest the riches and glory of his kingdom, made a great 
feast, which lasted a hundred and four score days, and invited 
the nobles of his realms to partake of it. In the banquet of 
Holy Communion, Jesus Christ, the King of kings, manifests, not 
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His glory and majesty, but His mercy and love. He invites not 
only the nobles, but the poorest of His kingdom; and the feast 
lasts not only a hundred and four score days, but has lasted 
already nineteen hundred years, and will last to the end of time. 
“Behold I am with you all days, even to the consummation of 
the world” (Matt. xxviii. 20). 


By Promises. 


The fond mother woos the child of her heart not only by 
invitations of love, but by promises of reward. The love of the 
fondest mother for her child is nothing compared to the love of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus for us His children. Hence He invites 
us to the holy table by promises of “reward exceeding great.” 
He says: “If any man eat this bread, he shall live forever.” “He 
that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath everlasting 
life; and I will raise him up on the last day. My flesh is meat 
indeed and my blood is drink indeed. Your fathers did eat 
manna, and are dead. He that eateth this bread shall live 
forever” (John vi. 52). The goodness of God, infinite though 
it be, could promise nothing greater than the possession of 
Himself for all eternity in paradise as the recompense of receiv- 
ing worthily Holy Communion! Who will not love to approach 
frequently the table of the Lord? May we all one day enjoy the 
promised “good things of the Lord in the land of the living.” 


By Threats. 


There are always found some cold, ungrateful Christians, 
who assist at Mass only when the threat of mortal sin speaks to 
their conscience, so it is also with Holy Communion. The love of 
Jesus in the Holy Sacrament, the sweet invitations, the amazing 
promises move them little, they will not approach the holy table 
of the Lord. These our Blessed Redeemer threatens to exclude 
forever from the kingdom of heaven. “Except you eat the flesh 
of the Son of Man, and drink His blood, you shall not have life 
in you” (John vi. 52). These threats, these promises, these sweet 
invitations, all proceed from the love of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
to unite us to Himself in the Holy Sacrament. 


Union with Jesus. 


“All perfection,” says St. Liguori, “consists in union with 
God.” Union with God means to have but one will with God, 
to will and to do what God wills, and nothing else. This union 
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with His Heavenly Father our Blessed Lord practised and taught 
in life and death. “I came down from heaven not to do My own 
will, but the will of Him that sent Me” (John vi. 38). When 
about to die, He prayed: “Father, if it be possible let this chalice 
pass from Me. Yet, let not My will but Thine be done” (Matt. xxvi.). 
And the prayer He taught us was: “Thy will be done on earth 
as it isin heaven.” Now Holy Communion unites us to Jesus, 
to live in Him, and do His holy will. He says: “He that eateth 
My flesh and drinketh My blood, abideth in Me, and I in Him” 
(John vi. 57). 

St. Cyril of Alexandria says, “As two pieces of wax melted 
together become one, so we by Holy Communion are sim- 
ilarly united with Jesus Christ” (in Joan., c. 13). As the branch 
of the vine draws its sap and its life and verdure from the 
trunk to which it is united, so the soul receives her life, her 
vigor, her health, her youth, and her beauty from union with 
Jesus Christ in Holy Communion. In her intense love and 
desire to be united to her Divine Lord in the Holy Sacrament, 
blessed Margaret Mary Alacoque used to say, “I feel so great a 
desire to receive in Holy Communion the heart of my God 
and the God of my heart, that to walk on burning coals if it 
were necessary in order to communicate, would cost me less 
pain than the privation of this sacred food.” May Heaven 
inspire our souls with this love and desire. 


mee 


“When the Infant Jesus Comes, I Will Get Well.” 





LITTLE boy of my parish, six years old, became seriously 

ill. He was suffering from a severe attack of diphtheria, 

and the attending physican had given up all hopes of 
saving the child’s life. 

“Mother,” the little boy said all at once, “I am sick. But 
when the Infant Jesus comes, I will get well.” 

As the child made this remark repeatedly, and was full of 
confidence that he would get well, the members of the family 
informed the pastor of the little one’s strange words. The 
priest visited the child, and prepared him for his first Holy 
Communion. He brought him the Infant Jesus, and — the 
child was well. 
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Since then he has received Holy Communion very frequently. 
One day the members of the family wished to prevent him for 
some trifling reason. Now what did the child do? While his 
mother was kneeling at the Communion rail, the little one all 
at once was kneeling at her side. His longing for the Infant 
Jesus had urged him to approach and receive the Bread of 
Angels. That the child is otherwise very conscientious may 
be concluded from this. Often during the day he will say to 
his grandmother, “Grandma, was this a sin? Did I do a sin 
now?” 

Considered in this light, anyone who loves the souls of 
children will realize the meaning of the words of our Divine Savior : 
“Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them 
not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 


we 


The Glory of Heaven. 





Marie Lataste: “Today I wish to speak to you of 
the most consoling truth of all: the reward prom- 
ised to the just and to the saints. You cannot 
understand or imagine, except imperfectly, the 
happiness of heaven, the glory of paradise, the 
extent, the immensity of the reward which God bestows on those 
who serve Him faithfully. It is in heaven that God especially 
dwells, although He is in all places; for it is there that He displays 
the magnificence and the grandeurs of His Divinity. It is there 
that He reveals Himself and shows Himself as He is, and face to 
face, to His elect. The soul completely freed from its bonds, is 
united to God, its beginning and its end, to become one with 
Him, to be clothed with the splendor of the Divine Majesty by 
the efficacy of that admirable union. 

“In the vision which the soul has of God, a vision not only sen- 
sible but intellectual, the soul finds its happiness, because in heaven 
to see, love, and possess God is one and the same thing with 
being happy and enjoying sovereign felicity and supreme beatitude. 
It looses itself in the immensity of the Divinity, wherein it finds 
its everlasting repose. It looses itself in the immensity of the Holy 
Spirit, there to love God the Father and God the Son, and finds 























The Adoration of the Most Blessed Trinity in Heaven. 
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in this love its everlasting repose. It loses itself in the reparation 
of the eternal sacrifice which I offer to God My Father, and finds 
in My wounds its everlasting repose. 

“The soul beholds My Mother whom I have exalted to the throne 
of My Divinity; it beholds the patriarchs and all the saints of the 
old and new law; it hears the voices of the martyrs, the confessors, 
and the virgins chanting the glory of God; it beholds the concord, 
the harmony, and the peace which are enjoyed by all the in- 
habitants of heaven, and it cries: ‘My God, Thou art thrice holy! 
My God, Thy goodness and mercy are infinite! My God, my life 
and my everlasting happiness will be to behold Thee, to love Thee, 
and to praise Thee forever!’ 

“In heaven My daughter, the soul will taste every manner of 
happiness, and will never be subject to any pain, any sorrow, any 
contradiction. Heaven is God, the possession of Him and the 
vision of Him. Now, God is supremely good, He gives Himself 
as He is: to the intellect as the eternal object of its knowledge, to 
to the will as the eternal object of its love. 

“Heaven, My daughter, is the place of eternal reward. Merit it 
by your submission to My will, by your love for My Father, by your 
correspondence with all the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Give yourself 
wholly to God My Father; live for Him on earth, that you may 
live with Him in eternity. Give yourself wholly to Me, your 
Savior; I will impart to you a movement which shall surely carry 
you into the bosom of My Father. Attach yourself to Me; you 
will rise with Me towards My Father, and He will unveil to you 
His glory and magnificence, for I will present you to Him and bear 
testimony before Him in your favor. Give yourself wholly to the 
Holy Spirit; the breath of His grace will overcome the breath of 
the world and the breath of Satan, and you will reach the haven 
of the eternal home. 

“Courage, my daughter, fight perseveringly the hard battles 
of the present life, and lift up your eyes and heart to the holy 
mountains whence help shall come to you. Regret not the sacri- 
fices which you will have to impose on yourself, the pains you 
will have to endure, the contradiction of life: all this will have an 
end, and you will find in God your boundless felicity.” 


er 


REMARK.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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Thoughts for the Feast of All Saints. 





Heaven, a Gift of Grace. 


T is something altogether above human strength 
to gain heaven. Ifa person were to perform all 
the good works that anyone possibly could 
perform, it were, in comparison, as much for 
obtaining heaven, as though one wished to 
purchase a kingdom with a farthing. We must 

obtain heaven by asking and praying for it, and God will bestow 
it upon us from His infinite goodness and grace. Never must 
we cease to pray for the grace of perseverance to the end, that 
is, that we may die in the grace of sandtification. St. Gertrude 
the Great, although assured by our Lord of the possession of the 
heavenly kingdom, never ceased to pray for the grace of perse- 
verance all the days of her life. 


Blissful Love. 


There is no greater pleasure on earth than to love and to be 
loved, and the more tender, pure and fervent this love is, the 
greater the joy and pleasure that arises from it. In heaven there 
exists the most tender, the most pure and the most fervent love, 
yea, an infinitely great love of the saints for God and the saints 
for one another. Consequently they receive from this immeas- 
urable love, immeasurable joy, immeasurable pleasure, immeas- 
urable sweetness. But no one will partake in this love, except 
he begin on earth to love God, and die in this divine love. 





The Dawn of Eternity. 


Consider devout Christian, how strange it will seem to your 
soul when it shall be separated from your body and find itself in 
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eternity. Your soul has never for a moment been separated 
from your body, all your lifetime, much less has it ever been in 
eternity. It will then be placed in such peculiar circumstances, 
that there is no comparison with its former condition. Formerly 
the soul existed in time, but then it will be in eternity. Formerly 
it was covered by the body, as though it had been blindfolded; 
now that the soul has become separated from the body, it feels 
as though the bandage dropped away, and everything appears 
in a bright light. The soul will then clearly behold and realize 
what eternity is, what a dreadful evil sin is, what an immense 
treasure virtue is, what an infinitely great Being the Godhead is, and 
how noble a being the human soul is. All this will appear to 
her so marvelous, that words cannot express her wonder and 
admiration. 


The Day of Honor for the Just. 


The Day of Judgment will be the day of honor for the 
saints, because they will be honored not only by God and all 
the angels, but all the world will honor and esteem them. Then 
will Christ reveal to all mankind how faithfully they served 
Him, and what pains they took in behalf of the conversion of 
sinners. 

Then will He reveal how many works of penance they perfomed 
in secret and what violent temptations they endured. Then will 
He reveal how cruelly they had been persecuted by the children 
of this world and how they had been innocently accused of all 
wickedness. Then will Christ restore to them the honor of which 
the world had robbed them and will confound their enemies 
who did them evil. Then will He lavish favors upon them for 
having served Him so faithfully, and will crown them gloriously 
as kikgs and queens of His eternal kingdom. 


The Blessed of the Father. 


“Come ye blessed of My Father,” the Divine Judge will 
say to the good, “possess you the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry, and you 
gave Me to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me to drink; | 
was a stranger, and you took Me in; naked, and you covered 
Me; sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you came 
to Me (Matt. xxv. 34—36). You were faithful to Me to the 
end and did your utmost to serve Me. You have despised the 
world, and have loved Me and endeavored to promote My honor. 
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You have suffered much on earth and have performed severe 
works of penance and have been despised and oppressed by the 
world and by all wicked people. 

“But now the time of suffering is over, and the time of joy 
has begun; therefore your sorrow shall be changed into joy 
which shall never be taken from you. Come, therefore, My 
beloved friends, come, ye blessed and chosen ones of My Heavenly 
Father! Come to rest from labor, come from sorrow to joy, from 
darkness to light, and from earth to heaven! Come and possess 
the glorious heavenly fatherland for which you so often sighed; 
come and reign with Me from eternity to eternity which your 
good works have merited. As long as I will be God, so long 
will you be happy and enjoy with Me all the bliss that your 
hearts can wish for.” 

mea 


A Timely Apostolate. 





grave and solemn moments which decide for him a 

happy or an unhappy eternity! And there are daily 
about 100,000 persons who must meet these conditions. How 
many of them are even called away suddenly! Think of the 
present terrible war, of the numerous accidents on water and 
on land, in which hundreds of persons meet a sudden and 
unforeseen death. 

A sudden death is not always an unfortunate one. For 
those who are always ready, —and this ought to be the case 
with every Christian— death is merely a deliverer from the 
fetters of the body, a guide to the true home above. Anyone, 
however, who has a general knowledge of mankind, knows that 
a great many persons, probably the majority of those who die, 
are not disposed as they ought to be. Even the just must 
frequently endure the greatest struggles in the hour of death. 

It is therefore a duty of charity to assist the dying by 
prayer. If through our efforts we were to save even one soul, 
we might consider ourselves fortunate. The value of an immortal 
soul surpasses the value of all the riches of the world. 

A person who loves our Divine Savior cannot possibly feel 
indifferent regarding the fate of the souls purchased by His 
precious blood. And how many opportunities we have to aid 


Wan does man stand more in need of help than in those 
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the dying. We can remember them at holy Mass, at Holy 
Communion, and when praying the rosary. We can frequently 
through the day, as for instance when the hour Strikes, say a 
short prayer for them, for example: O Eternal Father, through 
the immaculate hands of Mary, I offer Thee the precious blood 
of Christ for the dying and for the souls in purgatory. 

If we have to encounter special difficulties in the exercise 
of our duties, or must endure pain and sufferings, let us offer 
this in union with the merits of Jesus and the saints to obtain 
mercy for the dying. 

When visiting the Blessed Sacrament and when making 
the Way of the Cross, let us remember those who will die “today 
or tomorrow.” It is especially appropriate to remember the 
dying at some particular stations. At the first Station, for 
example, we can ask our Savior that in virtue of His unjust 
sentence of death, He grant to the dying the grace of perfect 
contrition, in order that He be not obliged to pass sentence 
upon them. At the twelfth station, we can implore our crucified 
Lord that in virtue of His cruel agony on the cross, He grant 
the grace of a happy death to all who “today or tomorrow 
will die.” 

When taking holy water before retiring, we can apply a 
few drops for those “who are to die this night” and for the 
souls in purgatory. 

When we suffer from sleeplessness, we can be mindful of 
our poor fellow-men who are then in their last agony, and include 
them in all the Masses which are at that hour being said. The 
holy Sacrifice is offered every hour of the day in some part of 
the world; all together there are about 300,000 Masses said 
daily. 

It may be assumed that at every moment, the consecration 
of Mass is taking place somewhere. While all around us there 
is profound silence and mankind is asleep, our spirit may take 
its flight across the sea and assist at the sublime Sacrifice.... 
“Into the chalice with the precious blood I plunge my sins, 
O Jesus, and the sins of all who today or tomorrow will die.” 

Thus there are numberless opportunities of exercising a 
silent apostolate, hidden from the world, but precious in the 
eyes of God. 












































all eternity that in the divine plan of redemption, 
Mary, the Mother of God, as the divinely ap- 
pointed Mother of all mankind, should cooperate 
in the salvation of souls until they shall have 
reached heaven. But a great number of souls, 
after their departure from this world, go to purgatory. They are 
therefore in a certain sense in a state of journeying to heaven, and 
are not yet “at home.” For this reason, Mary, the Mother of these 
souls, is active in their behalf even in purgatory, ever interceding 
for them with God, enlightening their understanding with con- 
soling truths, directing their will to perfect resignation to the holy 
will of God, and applying to them the atoning works of the just 
on earth, until purified from all stain of guilt they may enter that 
place where nothing defiled is permitted to enter. 

In the Salve Regina, in the Regina coeli, and in the Ave 
Regina coelorum, Mary is called the Queen of the Church triumph- 
ant. She holds a similar position of honor and power with regard 
to the Church suffering. The title, Mary, Queen of Purgatory, is 
correct and applicable from a dogmatic point of view, as will now 
be briefly explained, in order that our readers may all the more 
zealously pray to Mary for the release of the souls in purgatory, 
and place the indulgences they gain into her hands. 
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Mary, the Helping Mother. 


Mary, as the helping Mother of the suffering souls, stands in 
a specially close relationship with them. She is the helper of these 
suffering Christians, the comfortress of these sorrowing, exiled 
children. On account of her queenly, all-powerful intercession 
and her dominion over the poor souls, she may be designated as 
the Queen of Purgatory. St. Bridget, whose writings were sanc- 
tioned by the Council of Basel and by Popes Gregory XI. and 
Urban VI., received from the Mother of God the following com- 
munication: “I am the Mother of God, because God so willed it; 
but I am also the Mother of all who are in purgatory, because 
all the chastisement which souls must endure in the place of 
purgation, are hourly being mitigated through my supplications.” 
As Mother of the poor souls, Mary has the queenly power to aid 
them. 

In the fourth Mass for the dead, these words occur: “O God, 
the bestower of pardon and the lover of man’s salvation, we pray 
that, through the intercession of Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Thou 
wouldst of Thy clemency grant the souls to arrive at the common 
enjoyment of everlasting blessedness.” Here the Church speaks 
of the real and effectual intercession of Mary for the redemption 
of the poor souls from purgatory. 

Furthermore, it is the general teaching of the Church, that, on 
account of the communion of saints, the saints in heaven pray 
for the souls in purgatory. Some of the inscriptions in the cata- 
combs refer to the fact that even in the first Christian era, the 
deceased were recommended to the prayers of special martyrs. 


Mary, for the Poor Souls, the Gate of Heaven. 


Now, Mary, as the Queen of saints, surpasses all these by the 
power of her intercession for the poor souls. Dr. Scheeben says: 
“Mary’s intercession is more exalted and more powerful than 
that of the other saints, not merely in its very nature, but her 
intercession is a necessary means of salvation for all men, and 
every prayer contains an invocation to Mary.” This mediation of 
Mary has reference in the first place to the members of the Church 
militant; but it also has reference to the members of the Church 
suffering, so that they also attain to the joys of life eternal through 
the intercession of Mary. Mary is also for the ‘souls in purgatory 
the gate of heaven. 

True, after death, the poor souls can no longer merit 























Tabernacle and Purgatory 143 


anything or increase in sanctifying grace, but because of their 
remaining guilt, they have not yet obtained the final end of 
sanctifying grace, viz., the Beatific Vision, they are nevertheless 
—- of an interior and supernatural effect of grace, of 
enlightenment and consolation, as also of an exterior grace, 
namely, the remission, through the mercy of God, of the punish- 
ment they would have to expiate. 

The obtaining of the Beatific Vision as well as the remission 
of the punishment in purgatory is effected principally through 
the intercession of Mary; in what degree, is reserved to God’s 
mercy. It may however be assumed as certain that those who in 
their earthly life distinguished themselves in love and devotion to 
Mary, will also in purgatory experience her maternal love and 
queenly intercession in a high degree. Many souls will obtain 
special assistance from Mary, particularily on Saturdays, and on 
some of her feasts, which during life they celebrated with special . 
devotion. 

Whether the soothing and comforting influence of grace 
proceeds from the Queen of Heaven personally, or whether it is 
effected through the guardian angels of the souls, remains a 
question. Usually, pictures and images authorized by the Church 
represent angels descending into purgatory, who as the servants 
of the Queen of Purgatory, conduct the poor souls to heaven. 

This title, Mary, Queen of Purgatory, has therefore, from a 
dogmatic point of view, a real, substantial foundation. 

Let us therefore unite ourselves with Mary in the apostolate 
of the redemption of the poor souls from purgatory. Mary is 
the Mother of mercy, the Mother wholly merciful to these 
suffering souls. Let us also be full of mercy for them, and offer 
especially during the month of November, all our prayers, 
sufferings, labors, Masses, Communions, and indulgences, through 
the hands of Mary, for the suffering souls in purgatory. Let us 
be brothers and sisters of mercy to our dear departed who are 
suffering in purgatory, and to all who are imprisoned in that 


burning furnace. 
og 


Approbation and Recommendation. I beg to say that your pe- 
riodical of the Blessed Sacrament “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


has my hearty approval and recommendation. 
St. Joseph, Mo., May 25, 1905.  M. F. Burke. 
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Purgatory, the Church Suffering. 





URGATORY occupies an important place in our re- 

ligion: it forms one of the principal parts of the k of 

Jesus Christ, and plays an essential part in the economy 
of the salvation of man. 

Let us call to mind that the holy Church of God, considered 
as a whole, is composed of three parts: the Church militant, 
the Church triumphant, and the Church suffering, or purgatory. 
This triple Church constitutes the mystical body of Jesus Christ, 
and the souls in purgatory are no less His members than are 
the faithful upon earth and the elect in heaven. In the Gospel, 
the Church is ordinarily called the kingdom of heaven; now 
purgatory, just as the heavenly and terrestrial eas is a 
province of this vast kingdom. 

The three sister Churches have incessant “rs with one 
another, a continual communication which we call the communion 
of saints. These relations have no other object than to conduct 
souls to eternal glory, the final term to which all the elect 
tend. The three Churches mutually assist in peopling heaven, 
which is the permanent city, the glorious Jerusalem. 

What then is the work which we, members of the Church 
militant, have to do for the souls in purgatory? We have to 
alleviate their sufferings. God has placed in our hands the key 
of this mysterious prison: it is prayer for the dead, devotion 
to the souls in purgatory. 

az 


Prayer for the Dead — Fear and Confidence. 





RAYER for the departed, sacrifices, and suffrages for the 

dead form a part of Christian worship, and devotion towards 

the souls in purgatory is a devotion which the Holy Ghost 
infuses with charity into the hearts of the faithful. “It is a holy 
and wholesome thought,” says Holy Scripture, “to pray for the 
dead, that they may be loosed from sins.” 

In order to be perfect, devotion to the souls in purgatory 
must be animated both by a spirit of fear and a spirit of con- 
fidence. On the one hand, the sanctity of God and His justice 
inspires us with a salutary fear; on the other, His infinite mercy 
gives us boundless confidence. 





— | 


4: 


—2- 
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God is sanctity itself, much more so than the sun is light, 
and no shadow of sin can endure before His face. “Thine eyes 
are pure,” says the prophet, “and thou canst not look on 
iniquity.” When iniquity manifests itself in creatures, the sanctity 
of God exacts expiation, and when this expiation is made in all 
the rigor of justice, it is terrible. It is for this reason that the 
scripture says again, holy and terrible is His name; as though 
it would say, His justice is terrible because His sanctity is infinite. 

The justice of God is terrible, and it punishes with extreme 
rigor even the most trivial faults. The reason is, that these 
faults, light in our eyes, are in nowise so before God. The least 
sin displeases Him infinitely, and, on account of the infinite 
sanctity which is offended, the slightest transgression assumes 
enormous proportions, and demands enormous atonement. This 
explains the terrible severity of the pains of the other life, and 
should penetrate us with a holy fear. 

This fear of purgatory is a salutary fear; its effect is, not only 
to animate us with a charitable compassion towards the poor suf- 
fering souls, but also with a vigilant zeal for our own spiritual 
welfare. Think of the fire of purgatory, and you will endeavor to 
avoid the least faults; think of the fire of purgatory, and you will 
practice penance, that you may satisfy divine justice in this world 
rather than in the next. 

Let us, however, guard against excessive fear, and not lose 
confidence. Let us not forget the mercy of God, which is not 
less infinite than His justice. “Thy mercy, Lord, is great above 
the heavens,” says the prophet; and elsewhere, “The Lord is 
gracious and merciful: patient, and plentious in mercy.” This 
ineffable mercy should calm the most lively apprehensions for God’s 
justice, and fill us with a holy confidence, according to the words, 


a 


* In te, Domine, speravi, non confundar in aeternum — “In Thee, O 
J Lord I have hoped; let me never be put to confusion.” 
\ If we are animated with this double sentiment, if our con- 


fidence in God’s mercy is equal to the fear with which His 
justice inspires us, we shall have the true spirit of devotion to 
the souls in purgatory. 

This double sentiment springs naturally from the dogma of 
purgatory rightly understood—a dogma which contains the 
double mystery of justice and mercy; of justice which punishes, 
of mercy which pardons. 


meee 
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Council of Trent Concerning Purgatory. 

HEREAS the Catholic Church, instructed by the Holy 

Ghost, has, from the sacred writings, and the ancient 

tradition of the Fathers, taught in sacred Councils and 
very recently in this Ecumenical Synod, that there is a purgatory 
and that the souls there detained are helped by the suffrages 
of the faithful, but particularly by the acceptable Sacrifice of 
the Altar—the Holy Synod enjoins on bishops that they diligently 
endeavor that the sound doctrine concerning purgatory, trans- 
mitted by the holy Fathers and sacred Councils, be believed, 
maintained, taught, and everywhere proclaimed by the faithful 
of Christ. 

“But let the bishops take care that the suffrages of the faith- 
ful, who are living, to wit, the sacrifices of Masses, prayers, alms, 
and other works of piety, which have been wont to be performed 
by them for the faithful departed, be piously and devoutly 
performed in accordance with the institutes of the Church; and 
that whatsoever is due on their behalf, from the endowments of 
testators or in other way, be discharged, not in a perfunctory 
manner, but diligently and accurately, by the priests and min- 
igters of the Church, and others who are bound to render this 


service.” 
wan 


St. Francis de Sales During a Storm. 





NE day when St. Francis de Sales was visiting his relatives, a 
fearful storm arose. All the inmates of the castle were terror- 
Stricken at the lightning and the crashing of the thunder. 

They suppossed their last hour had come and prayed with all 
their hearts that God might spare them. 

After the storm had subsided without having done any 
injury, the holy bishop said: “O how pleased | was to see that 
in your great fright you blessed yourselves so frequently and 
that you invoked the holy name of Jesus with such fervor. Had 
it not been for this fear and terror, you would not have prayed 
so fervently. 

“But, my son,” replied his aged mother astonished at his 
calmness in the midst of such danger, “are you never afraid?” 

“O yes,” answered the saint, “I am always afraid of offending 


God.” 
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Christ Himself is Anxious to Help the Suffering Souls. 








none of these works compare in historic value and general 

merit with that written by the Spanish Jesuit, Father de 
Ribera. The author, a highly esteemed theologian, was not only 
a contemporary of St. Teresa, but also for many years her spirit- 
ual director and adviser, and in drawing up his work, he had 
at his disposal the memorandums which St. Teresa left. His 
book contains a very remarkable story concerning the poor souls 
in purgatory. 

St. Teresa was engaged in different cities in Spain in found- 
ing convents of the Carmelite Order. While she was at Medina 
del Campo, she was visited by Bernadino de Mendoza, a noble- 
man of high rank, who offered her for a new foundation a large 
estate near Vallodolid, upon which was a house and a beautiful 
garden and vineyard. He urged the saint to take possession of 
' the place without delay. He did not in the least suspect that 
his urging her thus would prove to his own interest. As the 
nobleman showed a magnanimous disposition, and St. Teresa 
was anxious to have a convent in so important a city as Vallodolid, 
she accepted the offer, intending to establish a foundation there 
as soon as her other urgent duties permitted her to do so. 

About two months had passed. St. Teresa was away in a 
distant city, during which time Bernardino de Mendoza fell 
dangerously ill. He lost the power of speech and was no longer 
able to make his confession. He showed sentiments of contrition, 
however, and died in the course of a few days. 

When St. Teresa heard of the nobleman’s death, she was 


T HERE are numerous biographies of St. Teresa, but probably 











a 
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exceedingly grieved and worried on account of his salvation. 
Probable she knew some events in his life which justified her 
fear. With burning zeal she prayed for the salvation of this 
noble-minded benefactor. 

One day as she was praying earnestly for the deceased, her 
Divine Lord said to her: “My daughter, his soul had been in 
great danger, but | took compassion on him and showed him 
mercy in consideration of the service he rendered my Blessed 
Mother, in giving this house for the purpose of founding a convent 
of her Order (The Carmelite Order is especially dedicated to the 
Mother of God). Nevertheless, he will not be released from 
purgatory, until the first Mass is said in the new convent.” 


“Hasten to Start on Your Journey!” 


After this revelation, Teresa could not enjoy another moment’s 
rest. It seemed to her that she continually beheld the inexpress- 
ible sufferings this soul was enduring in purgatory. She had a 
burning desire to go to Vallodolid at once and complete the new 
convent with all possible haste. But on account of urgent busi- 
ness matters that could not be delayed, her presence was required 
several days more at two different places. The merciful Savior 
though had not forgotten the suffering soul. He said to the 
saint, “Hasten to start on your journey, for this soul is suffering 
greatly!” 

Therefore after she sent her companion and assistant, Rev. 
Julian of Avilla, a Carmelite Father, in advance to obtain from 
the Vicar General of Vallodolid permission for the new founda- 
tion, she herself gathered about her a number of nuns who 
were appointed for the new convent, and then started on the 
journey at once. 

Having arrived at the place, she realized at a glance that 
long and wearisome work would yet be required to remodel Don 
Bernardino’s house into a convent. But at the thought of the 
soul that was suffering, she could not bear any further postpone- 
ment, and she at once ordered workmen to put in partitions and 
arrange the enclosure, which was always her first care in new 
foundations. 

The permission from the Vicar General had not yet been 
received. But as Sunday had come, he gave his consent that 
the sacrifice of the Mass might be offered up in a room of the 
house prepared for this purpose. The Mass was celebrated by 
Father Julian of Avilla. At Holy Communion, just as he was 
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about to give the Bread of life to St. Teresa, he noticed that 
she had fallen into one of those ecstasies in which she had so 
often been rapt before or after Holy Communion. 

The cause of this ecstasy was, as St. Teresa mentioned later, 
the sudden appearance of Bernardino de Mendoza, the nobleman 
who had presented her with the property. He appeared to the 
saint at the moment when she was approaching to receive the 
sacred host. Radiant in glory and with a joyful countenance, he 
thanked her for everything she had done to hasten his deliverance 
from purgatory. He was then taken up into heaven. 

St. Teresa’s joy was all the greater as she had by no means 
expected that our Lord’s prophecy regarding the nobleman would 
be fulfilled even before the new convent had been regularly 
established. This benefactor was not only saved from eternal 
death, but was speedily delivered from purgatory, according to 
the words of our Lord that He took compassion on this soul 
because of his magnanimous gift which made the foundation of a 
new convent possible. 

mez 


Means of Helping the Poor Souls. 
(By the Bl. Cure of Ars.) 





OU say, “How can we give relief to the poor souls and 
lead them to heaven?” If you earnestly wish to assist 
them, my friends, | will show you that it is an easy 

matter. You can do so, namely: 1. by prayer; 2. by gaining 
indulgences, and 3. especially by the holy sacrifice of the Mass. 

When we say a praygy for the souls in purgatory, we resign 
to them the remittance of temporal punishment that God would 
grant us, if we had said it for ourselves. We can, every morning, 
offer all the actions of the day, all our prayers, for the consolation 
of these poor suffering souls. Thus we will time and again shorten 
their sufferings by a quarter of an hour, and daily bring them 
nearer to heaven. 

We say, that we can deliver them by indulgences, which 
lead them heavenward with giant strides, for we apply to them 
the merits of the precious blood of Jesus Christ, the virtues of 
the Blessed Virgin and of the saints. Ah, if we earnestly desired 
it, if we would gain all the indulgences possible for the suffering 
souls, how soon we could empty purgatory of its inmates! 
See, my beloved, many plenary indulgences can be gained by 
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making the Way of the Cross. Oh, how culpable you are, to 
let your parents burn, when you could so easily deliver them! 

“The most efficacious means to hasten their beatitude, is 
the sacrifice of the Mass, because, then, not a sinner prays to 
God, but a God equal to His Father, to whom He will never 
refuse anything. Christ assures us of this in the Gospel, when 
He says, “My Father, I thank Thee, because thou hast heard 


“What should especially induce us to leave nothing undone 
to ransom the poor souls is that we are the cause of the 
misfortune of most of them. The reason is this. A wife may 
be in purgatory because she had been too irresolute with her 
husband, perhaps even acted contrary to God’s laws. This 
poor father, and this poor mother are suffering in purgatory, 
because they were too lenient with their children, and permitted 
them to do what they should have forbidden them. This friend or 
that neighbor suffers there, because when in your company, he 
had not the courage to rebuke you when you slandered others 
or spoke immodestly. Lastly, many are burning in these dreadful 
flames, because you gave them a bad example, which urged 
them to commit sin. 

“Poor suffering souls, we are the cause of your torments, and 
we let you suffer...! We ingrates! a day will come when we 
shall bewail our hard heartedness towards these poor suffering 
souls! What! we let them burn, when we could so easily open 
heaven for them! O my dear brethren, let us be moved to mercy, 
since God has placed their deliverance in our hands!” 


mee 


The Poor Souls Are Sometimes Permitted 
to Warn Us of Danger. 





LBAN Stolz, the great popular writer, tells this occurrence. 

A priest related to him that he was trying to memorize 

his sermon one night after having gone to bed. He fell 
asleep in this endeavor, but was awakened in the following 
manner: In a dream he saw his mother approach. She took 
his hand and held it over the candle which he left burning on 
the bed. The pain of the flame awakened him, and he found 
that his hand was really extended over the light. The candle 
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had burned so low, that in a short time it would probably have 
set fire to the bed-clothes, had not the priest been awakened 
in good time. 

The same writer tells of a case which occurred in a family 
of his acquaintance. After the death of the mother, who was an 
excellent Catholic, discord arose between the son and the 
father, who intended to contract another marriage. The son 
went to live in another house. He felt. that his rights had been 
encroached upon, and one evening decided to inform his father 
that he would bring suit against him. 

As he came near the long flight of stairs that led up to his 
father’s dwelling, he saw standing on the top a figure clad in 
white. He recognized it as his mother, who with a gesture of 
her hand motioned to him to go back. He did so and desisted 
from any further step against his father. 

Another story told by Alban Stolz was related to him by a 
priest years ago. When Father Weber, now deceased, was Still 
assistant priest, a poor boy came to the rectory one evening, 
half frozen. Father Weber asked permission of the pastor to let 
the poor boy take supper with the servants and to stay all night. 
After he had taken some food he was seized with chills and fell 
quite ill. He was therefore kept at the rectory. The assistant 
priest did all in his power to have the little patient well cared 
for, and finding him heathenly ignorant in religious matters, 
instructed him as best he could. After a lingering illness of 
several weeks, the boy died a happy and well prepared death. 

Several months afterwards Father Weber was summoned to 
a distant part of the country on a sick call. As it was late in the 
evening when he was ready to return, someone offered to 
accompany him home. The priest, however, declined the service, 
saying that it was moonlight and he knew the way perfectly 
well. But as snow had fallen during the day, he got off the 
right path and- came to a pond which, being lightly frozen and 
covered with snow, he could not distinguish. The more he tried 
to evade it the further he waded in. He was near drowning 
when a luminous figure came floating towards him, and raising 
him above the water, placed him upon solid ground. Then the 
apparition vanished. But Father Weber had plainly recognized 
in his deliverer, the deceased boy whom he had cared for at 
the rectory. . 
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“Human Vanity to Human Misery.” 





HESE words inscribed in golden characters may be seen 
7 on the gable of the large hospital in Rio de Janeiro, the 
capital of Brazil. This remarkable inscription has its own 
history. Dom Pedro, former emperor of Brazil, who felt com- 
passion for the poor and suffering, wished to found a place 
of refuge for the great number of crippled and infirm, in the 
capital of his empire. He issued an appeal for assistance to 
this work, but scarcely any attention was paid to it, and he 
received but scanty offerings. The emperor then decided upon an 
other means of income and offered to those who would subscribe 
$20,000, the title of baron, and to those who would subscribe 
$50,000, the title of count. And behold, now the money 
poured in abundantly. 

To relieve the misery of the poor, nothing could be spared, 
but for the sake of vanity, the people made generous offerings. 
The day for the dedication arrived. A large crowd was assem- 
bled. Expectantly they gazed up at the gable, the only part of 
the handsome building that was veiled. At length the covering 
dropped, and the newly created noblemen read to their own 
confusion these words: “Human Vanity to Human Misery.” 

Whosoever wishes to acquire the title of baron or count in 
the heavenly kingdom for all eternity instead of only tempo- 
rarily here on earth, must give alms after the manner prescribed 
by our Lord, who says, “Let not thy left hand know what thy 
right hand doth.” Whosoever gives an alms in the right manner 
and intention, will obtain God’s blessing even in temporal things 
here below. “Give, and it shall be given to you.” The chari- 
table man makes God his debtor. The merciful shall obtain 
mercy. In many passages of Holy Scripture alms-giving is 
recommended as one of the most efficacious means to obtain 
from God forgiveness of sin and the grace of final perseverance. 
Above all, the eternal reward and the increase of sanctifying 
grace which is promised, ought to induce us to give alms. An 
excellent means to aid the suffering souls in purgatory is to 
give alms for their relief. 

As had already been mentioned, the Benedictine Sisters of 
Clyde, Mo., are desirous of founding a convent of Perpetual 
Adoration in the state of Washington. For this purpose there 
is required a piece of land, some buildings and a chapel. Despite 
the observance of all simplicity in putting up the necessary 
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buildings, the expenses will nevertheless run up to a considerable 
amount, and to carry out this project for the honor of God, the 
support of friends and adorers of the Most Holy Eucharist will 
be required. Were it not a beautiful thing, if on the gable of 
the little convent of Perpetual Adoration the words might be 
inscribed in gold, — not as Emperor Dom Pedro had chiseled on 
the gable of the hospital, “Human Vanity to Human Misery,” 


but — 
“Human Love to Divine Love; 


The Hidden Giver to the Hidden God.” 


mee 


“Ah, That I Had Been Merely a Peasant!” 





HEN John II., King of Aragon (1458—1479), had receiv- 
W ed extreme unction in his last illness, he sank back in his 
pillows, and closed his eyes. His limbs had become 
cold and numb, and the bystanders supposed he had passed away. 
After a while it was noticed that he breathed again. He 
then opened his eyes wide and called out in a loud voice: “O 
miserable men who Strive after kingdoms, riches and honors! O 
secure and happy life of those who eat their bread in the sweat 
of their brow and live by the toil of their hands! What profit 
have I, wretched man, reaped from my kingdom, my honorable 
positions and the numberless services rendered me? What trouble 
and labor, what dangers of body and soul have I undergone, and 
how few were the happy days among the many days of my 
life! Poor, unfortunate wretch that I am, for not sooner realizing 
the deceitfulness of this world! How much better a life would I 
have led, had I been not a king but merely a peasant!” 
He then directed his gaze steadily at the crucifix and said: 
“O most clement Savior, spare me Thy unworthy servant! Have 
mercy on me most compassionate Jesus and avert Thy face from 
my sins, not because of any merit of mine, for I possess none, 
but on account of the inexpressible and infinite mercy with 
which Thou didst desire to redeem mankind on the cross.” 
Having said these words, he expired peacefully. 


mee 
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Second Edition 
of 


“Father Paul of Moll.” 


NDOUBTEDLY there are many of our readers who 
y ib have not yet read the interesting and edifying 

2 ES deeds of the saintly Father Paul of Moll. This 

. Pax | Jai great Benedictine monk, who died February 24, 

KEY Y) 1896, is truly called the wonder-worker of the 
: D present time. The first edition of the Life of 
Father Paul of Moll was published by us three years ago. We 
herewith announce to our readers that the second edition is now 
ready. We insert a few of the letters that were sent to us in 
acknowledgment of this remarkable book. Both priests and laity 
are delighted with it, and are happy to testify that they received 
special favors through the intercession of this saintly Benedictine 
of our day. 





<vr> 


Wy 










A Redemptorist Father from Missouri writes: Our Rev. 
Father N. N. tells me that he has great confidence in the interces- 
sion of Father Paul of Moll. When once suffering from a pain 
and dullness in the head, he invoked Father Paul and was at once 
relieved. Later on he invoked him when suffering from a long- 
Standing intermittent pain in the left side and was suddenly cured 
after invoking him. 

oe 

A dear Father of the Precious Blood writes from Ohio: 
Enclosed find $6.00 for which please send me 6 copies of “Father 
Paul of Moll.” I have—I am sure— received some remarkable 
favors and great blessings through his intercession during the 
past year and wish to show my gratitude by distributing a few 
copies of his life. — His life is one of the most interesting lives 


I ever read. 
ae 


NEW JERSEY. I am glad to state that through the late Ven. 
Father Paul of Moll, 1 have recovered from the weakness of my 
voice and lungs. For a number of years | have been under the 
doctor’s care, and last autumn have been very much discouraged 
upon hearing that my lung was again affected, so that I did 
not even care to use the remedies prescribed by the physician. 
Having been told that I must do all to get well, I had recourse 
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to good Father Paul to help me both in my discouragement 
and in obtaining health. 

I made several novenas and included in the last one the 
promise to say as long as | lived the Memorare and three Hail 
Marys and perform a weekly Communion in his honor. My voice 
has been restored and every one testifies that it is better now than 
it has ever been. May it please God to hasten the day on which 
our dear good Father will be numbered among the beatified. 

“ 


ST. LOUIS. Kindly send me three more copies of the “Life 
of Father Paul of Moll.” The life of Father Paul is perfectly 
wonderful. I read one, gave one away and want three more 


for the Catholic Library. 
aed 


CHICAGO. I received the book “Father Paul of Moll,” and 
have never read a book that has been so comforting. It seems 
I can just hear the good Father Paul speaking and his words 


are so consoling. I am sending a dollor for another book of 
Father Paul. 


se 

PHILADELPHIA. I have no words which would express my 
appreciation of “Father Paul of Moll.” Others wish to read 
it, but I cannot let it out of my possession —it is truly a marvel- 
ous book. You are to be congratulated also upon the mechanical 
perfections of this work; it is admirably gotten up, and its price 
is most modest, but this is as it should be, as by this means, God 
will speak through its pages to many who would not have it, if 


it were more expensive. 
He 


PENNSYLVANIA. I want to tell you before closing that I 
never tire of reading the “Life of Father Paul of Moll.” I even feel 
so much better every time I read a page or two of this beloved 
servant of God’s letters. They are like prayers—so full of his 
thoughts on the love of God. I hope the day is not far off 
when the Church will permit us to call him, what he surely must 
be, a saint in heaven with the good God he so ardently loved. 

se 


OHIO. Please accept my best thanks for the book “Father 
Paul of Moll.” It is a most interesting book and a credit to its 
author. The more | read of it the more I am delighted with 
its contents. 
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ST. LOUIS. I wish to say that I do not think | have ever 
read a book that | enjoyed more than this, and I am certainly 
not sorry that I sent for it when I did. 


He 


WASHINGTON, D. C. I received the book “Father Paul of 
Moll” and I think it is as interesting as it is wonderful. I have 
yet to meet the first person who has even heard of this most 
fascinating book. No fairy tale has ever charmed me more; it 
holds one spellbound from start to finish. Every page is a rev- 
elation, each paragraph is a new story, almost every line tells 
of the goodness of God through Father Paul and St. Benedict. 
I wish every one could read the book and inhale the radiant 
perfume that its pages send forth. 

I saw a few lines about the book in the “Messenger of the 
Sacred Heart,” and always eager for good books, I wrote to the 
publishers of this magazine, and they gave me your address. The 
book has been a messenger of peace and love to me, for grief 
over the death of my mother, months ago, had plunged me into 
the deepest sorrow. Everywhere have I reached out for books 
that would make me love the good God more, for books that 
would bring me nearer to heaven, and Father Paul and St. Benedict 
have brought a sweet comfort to me. 


He 


PHILADELPHIA. Just a few lines to tell you about the book, 
“Father Paul of Moll” that you sent me. I am highly delighted 
with it. I have read it five or six times and it is always new 
to me. It is like a train going through the country with every- 
one borrowing it. O Sisters, wasn’t he grand? Was there ever 
such a man born? I am now going to begin to pray to him 
and become his client until death. 

* 


MICHIGAN. I received the book “Father Paul of Moll.” I 
would not take ten times what it cost me if I could not get 


another one. 
HK 


INDIANA. You will be happy to learn that the venerable 
Father Paul O.S.B.,of happy memory, has obtained for me the 
restoration of health besides many singular favors. God is won- 
derful in His saints. I shall pray that this great servant of God 
may soon be placed upon the altars. 
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IDAHO. I feel that no feeble words of mine could adequately 
express the merits of “Father Paul.” It is a book that one might 
read and re-read, each time learning something new and edify- 
ing. I am almost tempted to wish he were living now so that 
we afflicted mortals might have recourse to him in our troubles. 
I have always worn the Benedictine medal ever since you sent 
it to me, and | have derived much comfort and help from it. 


oe 
St. Perpetua and Her Brother Dinocrates. 





T is related in the life of St. Perpetua, the martyr, that she 
had a brother, who at the age of seven years was afflicted 
with cancer of the face, which soon after caused his death. 

St. Augustine in commenting on this says, that it was very likely 
that the boy had been baptized, but later on was led into idolatry 
by his father, and consequently committed sin. While Perpetua 
was in prison, it happened one night while she was praying, that 
all at once she pronounced the name of her brother, Dinocrates. 
She herself was much astonished at this, as she had not thought 
of him before. Now she recalled the misfortune of her brother 
falling into the errors of idolatry, and with great grief realized 
that she ought to pray for him. 

With utmost fervor she began at once to pray for her brother. 
That same night, in her dream, she beheld him emerging from a 
dark place, the cancerous sore which caused his death being 
plainly visible, and his whole appearance indicating that he was 
in a place of punishment. She noticed that he suffered exceed- 
ingly from heat and thirst; his face was pale and unclean, and 
there was a deep chasm between him and her. Beside him stood 
a large vessel full of water. The vessel was taller than he was, 
and he made painful efforts to stretch himself far enough to reach 
the edge and quench his thirst, but in vain. Perpetua placed all 
her confidence in God, and day and night prayed amid tears that 
God might show mercy to her poor brother. 

Some time later, shortly before her martyrdom, she had 
another apparition. This time she saw her brother clean and 
well dressed, and in place of the wound in his face there was a 
scar. The vessel of water now reached only to his waist, and 
at the edge of the vessel there was a golden cup with which 
the boy dipped water and drank all he wished for; after that 
he went to his play happily and joyfully as children do. 
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The Mercy of God. 


(Related by Rev. Rich. W. Alexander.) 





HAD the good fortune to associate with a fellow- 
priest, whose refined manners, excellent education 
and exceptional kindness of heart, made a lively 
impression on me. His words, although simple, 
bore a stamp of conviction, and I am indebted to 
him for many a pleasant visit. One evening the 
topic of our conversation turned on the mercy of God and the 
value of intercessory prayer. Presently he paused and said smiling: 
“I would like to relate something to you that I experienced my- 
self, but it is so extraordinary, and so incredible to many, that I 
but seldom refer to it. However, I am as firmly convinced of the 
reality of this occurrence, as I am that we are here together con- 
versing with each other.” Needless to say that I urged him to 
continue. . 

“I am about to relate something very strange,” he said, “but 
I assure you it is perfectly true, and at least three persons who 
are now living, could testify to the truth of it.” 

“Nothing is impossible,” I replied, “when God’s mercy for 
sinners is concerned. I am certainly curious to hear your story.” 

“Very well,” he replied. “I will impart to you merely the 
facts without any exaggeration. One evening, about two years 
ago, I retired at ten o’clock. I was unusally tired from fatiguing 
duties of the sacred ministry of that day, and soon fell into a 
sound sleep. All at once | was awakened by a rap at my door. 
I sat up, wide awake. The rapping was repeated, and I called 
out: Come in! The room was dimly lighted, sufficiently however, 
that I could discern a young man enter. He closed the door, and 
as he turned round, I thought I recognized in him one of my 
friends, a pious and zealous young man, who was preparing for 
the priesthood. I had not seen him for six months, but I knew 
that he was in the seminary. I noticed that he looked very pale. 
I thought that likely it had been late when he came to the city, 
and that he then decided to come to my house and directly to my 
room without disturbing anyone. I was partly prepared for the 
petition he had.” 

“ ‘Father,’ he said, ‘I would like to go to confession.’ 

“Very well,” I replied, then quickly put on my cassock and 
reached for a stole. 








ee 
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“I directed him to a small prieudieu that stood in the room 
and placed a chair beside it. As I sat down, I had a full view of 
his face, and noticed that he bore a striking resemblance to the 
young cleric of whom I spoke. This quite puzzled me. I heard 
his confession and gave him absolution. Although his visit to me 
at such an hour was rather extraordinary, | made no remark about 
it and dismissed him with the customary: God bless you! When 
he closed the door, I heard the clock in the hall strike two. I 
looked at my watch and found that it was just two o’clock. I went 
back to bed and soon fell asleep again. At the usual hour I| arose 
and said Mass without giving any further thought to the occur- 
rence of the previous night. After breakfast I met one of the 
other priests. 

“*That was too bad about the sick call,’ he said. 

“What sick call?” I inquired. 

“Why, Mr. N..;'the poor fellow was dead when we arrived. 
He died within twelve hours from the time he took sick. It was 
inflammation of the stomach. He was a brother of young N.., the 
seminarian. Besides, I fear it was a serious case. Poor fellow!’ 

“At what time were you called to the sick man?” 

“ ‘Between one and two o’clock last night.’ 

“It now came to my mind what had happened in my room 
during the night, and I related the occurrence. I remarked that 
I supposed my visitor was the young cleric himself. 

“Greatly astonished, the priest replied, ‘He is continually pray- 
ing for this brother, who had led a rather wreckless life. But, 
Father, you had better call at the home of the deceased and get 
more information regarding last night’s occurrence.’ 

“Accordingly I paid a visit to the sorrowing family, and 
offered them my sympathy. They conducted me to the room 
where lay the corpse. AsI looked at the features of the deceased, 
I recognized my penitent of the previous night. Now the striking 
resemblance he bore to the young seminarian found a solution. 

“The poor mother overcome by grief said amid sobs, ‘O 
Father, had he only been able to receive the last sacraments! 
My other son, who is in the seminary, prayed for his brother day 
and night, as he knew that he was somewhat careless.’ 

“God’s infinite mercy was now revealed to me, and I realized 
that the prayers of the young man who had consecrated himself 
to the service of the altar, had merited for his unfortunate brother 
the grace of conversion and reconciliation with his Maker. 

“Weep no more!” I said to the mother, “God has been mer- 
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ciful to the soul of your son. I am convinced that the prayers 
of his brother have saved his soul.” 


ee 


In Sleepless Nights. 





instead of complaining about her affliction, she offered it 
to the Lord for His eternal glory and for the salvation of 
the world. 

On one occasion when she could not sleep and was offering 
her suffering to God, our Lord taught her to pray as follows in 
sleepless hours: 

“I beseech Thee, O most tender Lord and Savior, by that 
sweet repose which Thou didst enjoy in the bosom of Thy Father 
from all eternity, and by Thy sweet repose for nine months in 
the womb of Thy Virgin Mother, and by the most delighted 
abiding Thou didst ever vouchsafe to take in a soul that loved 
Thee, mercifully bestow on me some rest and new strength to 
labor, not for my own comfort, but for Thine eternal praise and 
honor.” 

At the same time our Lord added the following promise, 
which ought to afford great consolation to many in their sleepless 
nights: 

“Whenever anyone who is fatigued from sleeplessness, peti- 
tions Me by the thrice repeated invocation | have just taught 
you to grant Him a restful sleep for My honor and for the res- 
toration of his strength, and if | do not immediately hear him, and 
he endures his want of sleep patiently and humbly, this resigna- 
tion will be most pleasing to Me. For it is incomparably more 
acceptable to Me, if, after his strength has been consumed by 
sleeplessness, he bears this patiently and humbly, and offers it 
to Me, then if another who is healthy and strong, and well able 
to keep awake, spends the whole night in prayer.” 


S* Gertrude the Great suffered much from sleeplessness, but 











SANTA BARBARA LINIMENT. 


An Excellent Remedy for 
Muscular Rheumatism and Neuralgia. 


@ Any one suffering from neuralgia or rheumatism con- 
tracted by a cold, which is frequently the case during the 
damp, chilly weather, will act prudently by at once using 
our Santa Barbara Liniment. 
§ This Liniment is to be used only externally. lor forty 
years it has proved a most effective rémedy for rheumatic 
pains, neuralgia and stiffness in muscles and joints. 
“ For these ailments, Santa Barbara Liniment cannot 
be surpassed, and as a rule, effects a speedy and perma- 
nent cure, if used according to directions and at the proper 
time. For ordinary attacks one bottle suffices, but very 
severe cases may need two bottles. 
4 We are in possession of many testimonials received 
during the last few years, expressing gratitude and ac- 
knowledging the efficaciousness of this Liniment. 
“4 Every family ought to keep the Santa Barbara Lini- 
ment on hand as a home remedy, that it can be applied 
when any member has contracted rheumatism or neuralgia 
by a cold. 
{ Price per bottle $1.00. 
4 Can be procured genuine only from 
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